
Welcome to
TOP BAR BEEKEEPING 101

Your instructor is
Christy Hemenway

HOUSE KEEPING 

• PARKING
• BATHROOMS
• SCHEDULE
• PACKET CONTENTS
• WAIVER RELEASE FORMS

INTRODUCTIONS

• Who are you and where will you keep 
bees?

• Where are you on your beekeeping 
journey?

• What do you hope to get from this 
weekend?



• Have you encountered any other 
beekeepers?  What was that like?

• Use your “colander”!

• Help us tell a million people.

We’re glad you’re here.

Thank you for coming!

HONEY HUNTING
to

MANAGED BEEKEEPING
to

INDUSTRIAL BEEKEEPING

How the heck did we get here from there?



The Rock Art of Honey Hunters
edited by Eva Crane

It is well know that honey has been collected from hives of bees since 
the time of the ancient civilizations.  Rock art has now been found 
which shows that honey was also obtained in even earlier prehistoric 
times from wild nests of bees, built in places that were difficult to 
access.

Dr Eva Crane, OBE, DSc, was Director of the International Bee 
Research Association from 1949 until her retirement in 1983. Although 
she was trained as a quantum mathematician, her writings on 
beekeeping and bee products are know worldwide, and she is also an 
authority on the history of both beekeeping and honey hunting.

Dr. Crane passed away in September of 2007 at the age of 95.  



Mesolithic cave drawings (6000 BC) in Spain depicting 
people collecting honey with bees flying overhead are 
the earliest depictions of honey gathering.

From Eva Crane’s The World History of Beekeeping and Honey Hunting

American Beekeeping History
The Bee Hive

 Prior to the middle of the 1800's, most bee hives in 
North America and Europe were simple shelters for 
the bees.  Skeps, log gums and box hives were 
common types of hives in this period.

Bees attached their wax combs to the hive's roof 
and walls, just like they do in wild hives.  Today 
we refer to these types of hives as fixed-comb 
hives.

 

Skeps were made from grass straw, and often had 
sticks inside to provide support for the honey 
combs.  
Beekeepers inspected skep hives from the bottom.  



Log gums were made from hollow logs, fitted 
with a roof.  
Sometimes a box or container was added on top of 
a log gum or box hive for the bees to store honey. 

These hive designs had some issues...
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• No inspection for disease --
In these hives, it was hard to know when the bees had a 
problem with disease, or when they became queen-less 
or were starving.  The beekeeper could not inspect each 
comb to see what was wrong.

• Honey Production -- 
Fixed-comb hives were popular until the 1850's, and 
yielded 10-15 pounds per colony each year, according to 
Root's ABC book from 1895.  

•Destructive Honey Harvesting --
It was hard to get honey from these hives without 
damaging or destroying the bee colony and getting the 
bees upset (they sting, you know!). 



The Original “Top Bar Hive”

It was known for a long time that bees liked to build 
their honey combs about 1 and 3/8 inches apart.  Honey 
comb is about one inch wide, so this left a 3/8 inch 
passageway between the combs.  Today we call this 
“bee space”.

Some beekeepers built hives that forced the bees to 
build combs along "top bars" that were spaced about 1 
and 3/8 inches apart.  Top bars allowed the beekeeper to 
carefully remove combs for inspection without 
damaging them.  

These were called “movable comb hives”.  

This hive from Greece in the 1600's (right) uses this 
concept.

Movable comb hives allow beekeepers to start new colonies easily by dividing a hive - we 
call this making a “split”.  

They also allow beekeepers to inspect the health of colonies, find the queen, and even cut 
honey comb without destroying the brood nest.  

Bees in movable comb colonies were disturbed less than bees in fixed-comb hives, so 
beekeepers received fewer stings!

Many movable comb hive inventions used "frames" for the bees to build their combs inside:

The Quinby closed-end frame hive had many good features of a 
movable-frame hive.  The side bars of the Quinby frame  also formed 
the walls of the hive.  Some successful beekeepers were using this 
hive as late as the 1890's.

The Quinby frameThe Quinby Hive

Huber's contribution was also acknowledged by Lorenzo Langstroth, 
inventor of the hive style that is most commonly used today:
"The use of the Huber hive had satisfied me, that with proper precautions the 
combs might be removed without enraging the bees, and that these insects 
were capable of being tamed to a surprising degree.  Without knowledge of 
these facts, I should have regarded a hive permitting the removal of the 
combs, as quite too dangerous for practical use."
- L.L. Langstroth in Langstroth on the Honey-Bee, 1860.

The Leaf Hive, invented in Switzerland 
in 1789 by Francis Huber, was a fully 
movable frame hive.  The combs in this 
hive were examined like pages in a 
book.  A.I. Root and E.R. Root credit 
Huber with inventing the first movable 
frame hive.

The Leaf Hive



In describing the benefits of his hive with movable frames, Langstroth 
wrote:

"...the chief peculiarity in my hive was the facility with which they 
could be removed without enraging the bees .... I could dispense with 

natural swarming, and yet multiply colonies with greater rapidity and 
certainly than by the common methods .... feeble colonies could be 

strengthened, and those which had lost their queen furnished with the 
means of obtaining another. .... If I suspected that any thing was wrong 

with a hive, I could quickly ascertain its true condition, and apply the 
proper remedies."

- L.L. Langstroth in Langstroth on the Honey-Bee, 1860.

A major improvement in hive design was made in 1851 by Lorenzo Langstroth.  
He built a hive with frames that hung from the top ends of the hive, leaving a 3/8 
inch space between all sides of the frames and the hive body.  
His clever design used the principle that bees usually do not build comb in 3/8 inch 
passageways.  If the space is bigger than 3/8 of an inch, the bees will build comb.  
If it is less than 1/4 inch, they will attach propolis.
Langstroth's frames were easily handled without breaking the comb.  Today we 
refer to the 3/8 inch passageways as a "bee-space."  This practical hive is the direct 
ancestor of the modern hive that is most popular today.

The Original Langstroth Hive

The Reverend Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth

By the 1890's, the movable-frame hive was largely adopted for general use.  
Most of the hives in the late 1800's used Langstroth's bee-space frame concept.  

By the year 1900, most modern beekeepers were using variants of the 
Langstroth hive with Hoffman-style frame, like the ones used today.

These inventions helped make beekeeping a viable business.

The modern bee hive has not changed very much during the 20th century.  The 
most significant beekeeping advances of the 20th century involved the 
extracting process and bee management.
The evolution of the bee hive will surely continue.  Can you guess what the next 
100 years will bring?

Excerpted from http://outdoorplace.org/beekeeping/history1.htm



BEES have been on earth for 65 million years

HUMANS have been on earth for 200,000 years

A quick history lesson:

So - we came all that way in 160 years.

Now we have CCD, the friendly 
acronym that we have given to 

Colony Collapse Disorder.

Why?

YOU MIGHT SAY:
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YOU MIGHT SAY:

“We’ve made a mess of things...”
 -- Ross Conrad

“And in a relatively short period of time, too!”
-- Christy Hemenway

CCD is a condition where entire colonies of 
bees simply disappear.

That is the devastating feature of CCD - that a 
thriving colony of bees leaves behind a hive 

full of brood, i.e. eggs, larvae, and pupae, and 
food.

When the hive is opened, all that is found 
inside is a queen bee, and  perhaps a fistful of 

bees.
That is just too weird.



Today’s researchers, when faced with the 
problem of CCD, started out looking for a single 

cause. 

Now, that is thought to have been naive - 
that CCD is a symptom of many things combining to 
stress bees, and work against their immune systems. 

Many of those things bear a remarkable 
similarity to the list produced by Rudolf Steiner 

in 1923!
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Rudolf Steiner had some thoughts on that subject...

In his lectures on Bees in 1923, Rudolf Steiner 
predicted the dire state of the honeybee today. 

He said that, within fifty to eighty years, we 
would see the consequences of mechanizing the 
forces that had previously operated organically in 
the beehive. 

In capsule, Steiner warned against both meddling with the natural process of hive society 
and artificially manipulation of queen bees.  The following list of ways humanity is known 
to interfere with the natural process of bee life, while substantial, is no doubt incomplete:

-    The raising of larva in separate quarters, arbitrary feeding of royal jelly to produce 
queens, then shipping by post to keepers.
-    "Re-queening" after one or two years.
-    The grafting of queens.
-    Clipping of queens' wings to prevent swarming.
-    Use of queen excluders to prevent eggs being laid in inconvenient areas of the hive.

-    Keeping hives hyper clean, to reduce production of "nuisance" propolis.
-    Selection of bee populations for docility, de-selecting for aggression.

-    Providing ready-made combs in place of bee-constructed combs, to save work (honey 
production time) for the bees.
-    In a similar vein, supplying sheets of wax, so bees don't have to gather and secrete their 
own wax.
-    Moving of hives over long distances at the will of human intention.
-    Using chemical control agents for disease and pests.
-    Agricultural practices consisting of monocultures that wreak havoc on honeybee diets, 
limiting options once the dominant crop is no longer flowering.

Now that’s a long list, and all of it matters...

But as backyard top bar hive beekeepers, we 
can’t change everything all at once.

But we CAN change!



At Gold Star Honeybees, we like to say - 

let’s do just one thing less wrong.

Or one less thing wrong.

Or one less wrong thing!

And soon... we will find ourselves doing 
the right thing!

Let’s start here:

Why Top Bar Hives again today?

BECAUSE IT’S ALL ABOUT THE WAX!

Since the advent of what is now called Colony Collapse Disorder, or “CCD” in 
late 2006, researchers have been studying the effects of the chemicals used by 
beekeepers to eradicate pests in the beehive.

Some of this research is still ongoing, but preliminary results have revealed some 
very disconcerting information.  Three studies in particular are relevant:

•The research team at MAAREC.PSU.EDU studied 887 wax, pollen, bee and 
associated hive samples, and found 121 different pesticides and metabolites 
contained within those samples, including Coumaphos and Fluvalinate.

•The research team at the University of Georgia is studying the sublethal effects of 
four chemicals that have been used to treat honey bee colonies in the USA - 
Fluvalinate, Coumaphos, Amitraz and Copper Naphthenate.

•Also at the University of Georgia, the College of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences has studied the interaction between the most common varroacides – 
Coumaphos and Fluvalinate, and found that the toxicity of each chemical was 
greatly increased when found in combination with the other.
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What have those researchers found?

• 98% of the wax foundation available for sale in the 
US is contaminated with coumaphos and 
fluvalinate.

• Coumaphos and fluvalinate are two of the 
chemicals that have been used to treat for mites 
since the mid-1980’s.

• The mites are now resistant to both of them.

32

Coumaphos is the active ingredient in “CheckMite+”
http://pmep.cce.cornell.edu/profiles/extoxnet/carbaryl-dicrotophos/coumaphos-ext.html



Fluvalinate is the active ingredient in “Apistan”
http://pmep.cce.cornell.edu/profiles/extoxnet/dienochlor-glyphosate/fluvalinate-ext.html

The MAAREC team’s research was published (March 19, 2010).  
The details of this study can be found here: 
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.
0009754

Preliminary results from the University of Georgia study, A TEST FOR SUB-
LETHAL EFFECTS OF SOME COMMONLY USED HIVE CHEMICALS can 
be found here:
http://www.extension.org/pages/
Proceedings_of_the_American_Bee_Research_Conference,_2009 

The article “When Varroacides Interact” concerning the study by the Managed 
Pollinator CAP (Coordinated Agricultural Project) can be found here:
http://www.beeccdcap.uga.edu/documents/CAPArticle2.html 

SO WHAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE?
A TOP BAR HIVE ALLOWS BEES

 TO MAKE THEIR OWN NATURAL WAX.



NATURAL WAX AFFECTS THE SIZE OF THE CELLS:
Natural worker comb varies – it runs the gamut in size from 4.6 mm to 5.1 mm

One feature of foundation wax is that the cells are all ONE size.

And most foundation wax is also the “wrong” size!

Cell Sizes of Common Foundation
Lusby   4.8 to 4.9 mm 
   (average 4.83 mm)
Dadant    4.9mm 
Small Cell   4.9 mm
Honey Super Cell  4.9 mm
Wax dipped PermaComb 4.9 mm
Mann Lake PF100 & PF120 4.95 mm
19th century foundation 5.05 mm
PermaComb  5.05 mm
Dadant 5.1mm Small Cell 5.1 mm
Pierco foundation  5.2 mm
Pierco deep frames  5.25 mm
Pierco medium frames 5.35 mm
RiteCell   5.4 mm
Standard worker foundation 5.4 to 5.5mm
7/11   5.6 mm
HSC Medium Frames  6.0 mm
Drone   6.4 to 6.6 mm

(This information comes from http://www.bushfarms.com/beesnaturalcell.htm#naturalcomb)

TOP BAR HIVES AND NATURAL BEESWAX MAY BE A BIT 
CLOSER TO HOW BEES DO THINGS  NATURALLY… 

Worker Brood

Drone Brood



Bees in the wild build their honeycomb 
in a Catenary Curve -
or “hanging chain” shape

NATURAL WAX AFFECTS THE SHAPE OF THE COMB: 

AND… THE WAX IS CLEAN!

Beeswax
 - made by bees, for bees - 

is best for bees!

********************************

Industrial Agriculture has led us 
into Industrial Beekeeping!
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Monoculture agriculture creates “bee deserts”
-    Agricultural practices consisting of monocultures that wreak havoc on honeybee 
diets, limiting options once the dominant crop is no longer flowering.  This created the 
need for:

Migratory pollination
-   Moving of hives over long distances at the will of human intention to pollinate these 
monoculture crops.  We began “bringing the bees to the trees.”

Pesticide use
-    Using chemical control agents for disease and pests - both inside and outside the 
hive.  

So here we are today.

The original “moveable comb” hive has 
returned and seems to make a lot of sense -

for bees...
and 

for beekeepers.

Questions?



BASIC BEE BIOLOGY

Time and Temperature have a lot to do with bee biology!

What’s going on inside the box?

About 65,001 honey bees

1 Queen

55,000 Workers

10,000 Drones

Marked queen



Queen

Queen

Queen



Queen
(What is odd about this picture?

What?  Two Queens?
And who’s that really big guy?

WHAT DRONES DO BEST...

The Mile High Club



“Popping the drones”  (that’s Dennis vanEngelsdorp’s thumb)

Honey bees are not aggressive insects.
They generally only sting when they feel they 

need to defend their brood, or their food.

Stinging is a kamikaze mission on the part of  a 
honey bee - she dies when she stings, so she does 

not take it lightly, nor sting frivolously.

Bee venom reactions can vary.

And drones... have no stingers.

STUNG!

Life spans:

Queens - several years

Workers - 42 days in summer,
 4-5 months in winter

Drones - 30 days



BEE MATH  
(courtesy of  Michael Bush)

All of the numbers about the life cycle of bees may seem irrelevant, so let's put them in a chart here and talk 
about what they are useful for.

Caste:           Hatch at           Capped at             Emerge at	


Queen   3½ days  8 days +-1   16 days +-1  Laying        28 days +-5
Worker  3½ days  9 days +-1   20 days +-1  Foraging      42 days +-7
Drone   3½ days 10 days +-1   24 days +-1  Flying to DCA 38 days +-5

If you find eggs, and no queen how long ago do you KNOW there was a queen? At least there was one three 
days ago and possibly is one now. 

If you find just hatched larvae and open brood but no eggs when was there a queen? Four days.

If you put an excluder between two boxes and come back in four days and find eggs in one and not the other, 
what do you know? That the queen is in the one with eggs.

If you find a capped queen cell, how long before it should have emerged for sure? 9 days, but probably 
eight.

If you find a capped queen cell, how long before you should see eggs from that queen? 20 days.

If you killed or lost a queen, how long before you'll have a laying queen again? 24 days because the 
bees will start from a just hatched larvae.

If a queen is killed and the bees raise a new one how much brood will be left in the hive just before 
the new queen starts to lay? None. It will take 24 or 25 days for the new queen (raised from a four 
day old) to be laying and in 21 days all the workers will have emerged and in 24 days all the drones 
will have emerged.

If the queens starts laying today how long before that brood will be foraging for honey? 42 days.

You can see how knowing how long things take helps you predict where things are going or where 
things have been.

Sometimes you just have to figure best and worst case. For instance, an uncapped queen cell with a 
larvae in it is between four and eight days old (from the egg). A capped queen cell is between eight 
and sixteen days old. By looking at the tip of the cell you can tell one that is just capped (soft and 
white) from one that is about to emerge (brown and papery and often cleaned down to the cocoon by 
the workers). A soft white queen cell is between eight and twelve days old. A papery one is between 
thirteen and sixteen days old. The queen will emerge at sixteen (fifteen if it's hot out). She'll be 
laying by twenty eight days usually.

Michael Bush
Copyright 2006 by Michael Bush



Some important temperatures:

Bees don’t leave the hive below about 48 degrees

They are paralyzed at about 45 degrees, and cannot even 
cluster to warm themselves, if  they are hived at that 

temperature.   This is not the outdoor temperature - but the 
temperature of  the bees.  Cold bees can’t cluster! 

 (Don’t do this!)

They keep the temperature 55 degrees in the cluster when 
there is no brood to care for

They keep the temperature at 93 degrees in the cluster to raise 
brood.

They need 91 degrees to make wax.

SWARMS

Hollywood Horror?

No...

The reproductive mechanism of  the honey bee colony





Heather Matilla - swarm departure



Heather Matilla - swarm departure

Replacing the Queen

Swarm - intentional reproduction.
Queen is involved - purposeful

Supercedure - overthrowing a failing queen
Decision made by the colony

Emergency queen - bees have fresh larvae
 to create another queen

Laying worker - worker bees begins to lay





What things look like...

Knowing a bit about bee math, and what things 
look like, will take you a long way toward knowing 

just what is going on in your hive.

Here are some examples...

EGGS

Egg (on right)     Larva (on left)



A patch of  drone brood

Another patch of  drone brood

Worker brood - nice, consistent laying pattern



Worker brood, and...?

Questions?

Wax Rendering

Questions?







Photo of Queen Bee Cells - these Queens are being raised by the 
workers for the purpose of swarming. Queen Bee Cells that are 
protruding from the bottom of a frame are intended for 
'supersedure', which is replacement of the Queen Bee because 
she is failing in some way, perhaps falling back on the number of 
eggs she lays every day.

The first Queen Bee of this group to emerge from her cell will 
immediately sting each of her rivals to death while they are still 
inside their cell.

Photo courtesy of Scientific Beekeeping Web Site

http://www.beginningbeekeeping.com/
SwarmingHoneyBees.html

Beginning Beekeeping
Everything you need to know to become a beekeeper



Terrible things that can happen 
to your wonderful bees...

BEE DISEASES AND PESTS

 Spotty brood usually means the queen is old or there is brood 
disease. Sunken brood capping with holes suggest most likely American 
Foulbrood, which can be a serious disease if left to develop. In most 
states, the bacteria causing this disease (Paenibacillus larvae) has 
become resistant to oxytetracycline (Terramycin). New medications 
(lincomycin and tylosin) are being applied for bee use. 

Photo by Zachary Huang.

SUNKEN, PERFORATED CAPPINGS!!!

American Foulbrood

View of a brood frame with open brood held at approx. 15 - 20 degree angle. 
Note the dark scales in each cell. 
Capped brood of infected frame would be unevenly distrituted (shotgun appearance) 
and cappings punctured by adult bees.



The toothpick test - ropy larvae

The cure for American Foulbrood...

European foulbrood (young diseased brood in open cells)

EFB disease and its symptoms are highly variable, probably because several other 
types of bacteria are often present in dead and dying larvae. European foulbrood 
generally kills larvae that are two to four days old while they are still C-shaped in the 
bottom of the cells. Unlike American foulbrood, most of the larvae die before their cells 
are capped. A spotty pattern of capped and uncapped cells develops only when EFB 
becomes serious. Occasionally, pupae die from the disease.

European Foulbrood



 Larvae showing typical Europeal foulbrood (EFB) symptoms. These larvae 
die earlier than those of AFB, while the larvae are still coiled (AFB larvae die 
in straight, upright position.) and show yellow streaks first which then turn 
brown. Caused by a baterium Melissococcus pluton (formerly Streptococcus 
pluton). Photo by M.V. Smith, University of Guelph.

European Foulbrood

So... what should HEALTHY brood look like?

Wax moth development in comb is 
generally not a problem with top bar 
hives as unused combs are usually left 
in the hive during the winter. 

Because wax moths cannot survive a cold winter, they are usually not 
a problem for beekeepers in the northern U.S. or Canada, unless they 
survive winter in heated storage, or are brought from the south by 
purchase or migration of beekeepers. They thrive and spread most 
rapidly with temperatures above 30 °C (90 °F), so some areas with 
only occasional days that hot, rarely have a problem with wax moths, 
unless the colony is already weak due to stress from other factors.



The small hive beetle can be a destructive pest of honey bee colonies, causing 
damage to comb, stored honey and pollen. If a beetle infestation is sufficiently 
heavy, they may cause bees to abandon their hive. Its absence can be a marker 
in the diagnosis of Colony Collapse Disorder for honey bees. The beetles can 
also be a pest of stored combs, and honey (in the comb) awaiting extraction. 
Beetle larvae may tunnel through combs of honey, feeding and defecating, 
causing discoloration and fermentation of the honey.

SHB larvae

Nosema = bee diarrhea

•Learn all you can about bee diseases, but 
don’t be overwhelmed by them.  Many of 
them you will never see.

•Focus on HEALTHY honey bees - and you’ll 
have more of them!

•Had enough on bee diseases?  Me, too.

•But...



There’s one more bee pest to talk about...
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Varroa mites
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8 x 70 = 560 + 47 = 607 mites
607 mites/20 days = 30.35

“Economic Threshold” = 50 mites/day

Lesson learned?  Don’t monitor for 20 days!  
It hurts your neck to count 607 mites!

So what’s to do about varroa mites?

MONITOR, MONITOR, MONITOR.

One of the best things about the natural wax 
found in your top bar hive is that clean 

natural wax, with its appropriate cell sizes 
seems to help the bees manage the varroa 

mite load in the hive.

So it’s very likely that you will never see 
enough varroa mites that you need to do 

anything about them.



But never never never treat without monitoring first!

That’s what got us in trouble with resistant mites 
and in the first place, and now we have 
contaminated wax!

The next video is Alison Van Altun, of the Ontario 
Tech Transfer Team.  She demonstrates several 
monitoring techniques, and several varroa mite 
treatments.

Be sure to put this in your “colander”!

Alison Van Altun, Ontario Tech Transfer Team
Maritime Bee Tour, PEI, 2009 

Alison Van Altun, Ontario Tech Transfer Team
Maritime Bee Tour, PEI, 2009 



Powdered sugar method:

Move the bars apart one at a time

Use a small sifter to sift powdered 
(confectioner’s) sugar onto the bees.

They will groom themselves to remove the 
sugar - knocking off the mites!

What if you exceed the “threshold”?

QUESTIONS?



Taking your
 

GOLD STAR TOP BAR HIVE

through the year

Package Installation I

Situate your hive and make it level

Make your bees some carbohydrates

Fill the feeder and put it in place

Make a “bowl” to pour bees into

Package Installation II

Getting the queen cage out of the box

Uncovering the candy

Attaching the queen cage to a top bar

Getting the feeder can out of the box

“Pouring” in the bees

What about stragglers?



Package Installation III

  Install the bars over the bees

  Put the roof on the hive

  Press “Play” and go away

  Make a note in your Bee Logbook!

  The purpose of a hive inspection is to check on 
the health and progress of the colony.  If there is a 
serious disease problem, it is important to find that 
in the early stages, before it infects other hives.

  If there is another issue, such as being queen-
less, it is important to catch that early, too.

  In a top bar hive, it is also important to know 
whether they are drawing straight comb off the 
bars.  If they begin to “cross-comb”, you want to 
catch that VERY early.

Why should I inspect my hive?

  Learn your Bee Math - when inspecting a new 
hive, you have an advantage - you can count from 
Day #1.  This makes it easy!

 Don’t inspect mindlessly - have an idea of what 
you are going in to look for.

  Be aware of the signs of bee diseases.  



Inspection Number 1

  3-5 days from installation
  Check that queen is released from cage
  If so, remove queen cage 
  Look for honeycomb being built
  If there’s comb, look briefly for eggs
  Be careful - don’t want to injure the queen!
  Check feeder
  Write in your Bee Logbook!

Inspection Number 2

  7-10 days after first inspection

  By now there should definitely be honeycomb

  There should definitely be eggs

  There could be larva - look for it

  Check feeder

  Write in your Bee logbook!

Inspection Number 3

  7-10 days after second inspection
  By now there should definitely be honeycomb
  There should definitely be eggs
  There should definitely be larva
  There should be capped brood
  Check the feeder
  Write in your Bee logbook!



Hive inspection - June 15, 2010 - 19 day old package

Hive inspection - June 15, 2010 - 19 day old package

Inspection Number 4

  7-10 days after third inspection

  You should be having your first babies by now

  You may start seeing drone brood at this point

  Write in your Bee logbook!



Inspection Number 5

  7-10 days after fourth inspection

  You should be having your first babies by now

  You may start seeing drone brood at this point

  Write in your Bee logbook!

  7-10 days after fifth inspection

  You are likely to see drone brood at this point

  You may start seeing queen cups, maybe cells

  Write in your Bee logbook!

Inspection Number 6

  7-10 days after sixth inspection

  You should definitely see drone brood 

  You may start seeing queen cells if your bees 
are preparing to swarm - consider “splitting” the 
hive (page 80 in Barefoot Beekeeper)

  Write in your Bee logbook!

Inspection Number 7



Inspection Number 8

  7-10 days after seventh inspection

  You should see nectar and honey stores

  You should have a thriving hive - lots of bees

  Write in your Bee logbook!

Inspection Number 9...

  7-10 days after eighth inspection

  You should see nectar and honey stores

  You should have a thriving hive - lots of bees

  Watch them and enjoy!

  Remember “It ain’t rocket science...”

  Write in your Bee logbook!

  Mid-November to Thanksgiving 
(weather dependent - not calendar dependent!)

  Leave loads of honey!

  Additional steps you can take:
•Close bottom board
•Homasote inside lid above bars
•Roofer’s construction trash bag
•Build wind break if needed

  Write in your Bee logbook!

  Sit on your hands and wait for spring!

Winter Shut down





WALK ON, BEEKEEPER...
What you do matters.

Thanks for listening!

For more information about top bar hives, contact:

GOLD STAR HONEYBEES
P.O. Box 1061

Bath, Maine  04530
207-449-1121

www.goldstarhoneybees.com
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